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TO HER GRACE 


ELIZABETH) $ 


DUTCHESS:'OF* V0) 


> UD E RD, A I E 
Madam, { J - 40" | 
- Hs. HIS Serwigs being Aracke: | in 
ed Grocer. Audience, upon tha 
Bed wriall, rnd ſeechal-Brofai Fins 
and Quality that then beard it; urging me.to 
mike itthus: publick;. þ thought. modd be 
at leaft-a-very proper. Preſumptiou, bunebljt0 
offer, .and\ Dedicate it to. your\Grace; your: 
Grace being ſorelated both to the great Sub- 
or  andvþeun worthy, Compyſer, Zt, who: 
indeed fhanld. have: heen more. \cmfulrbl; 
and} 9m to:juch an Argument," as\ 
vergrarely bappenc,;and whe Wark\of. many: 
Hgevnoproaviees. » lonever karl cas 
ctviltty .in.its rudent{s of addre fſung..}AH0. your, 
Grace, that it.bas. antermitted a\ little, tall 
time bad ſometbing moderpted\ avery intenſe | 


Monrning, yo rendered your Graze morec- 
| | P / ble 


Jo Grace ceſy _ Graces, 


AR ALH OT 


as 3 hs of conſid tg S, q4 F Ig 


thi can n= 1 007872 >. on it ens 
uh, 4 nd Fa wW onge di 
:: wh 5 og a [wy Witt ky 
mnto the WW wy: pa? have no A provenfin 
whakthe moſs Crivicl Obſerver canſiigdl 
w. As.to hs part. of itapbich prope; 
being \{ucb mansfeft vrattbgparaymri Grace Can 
befb+eſfifiey q %690tG0publerof any Lars ces, al 
Jeſvit. Fr becauſe \it"is\naked:truth.2n}Þout. 
due. clothing, \gr Ornament. —_—_ Nos 
will\ bean, advmiWge". to-"jts, 
more authentickly accepted, id nas iy. oy 
dire@tly to the Underſtanding,and not wn the 
mediation of Fancy, which ſo nifrepreſeMts 
things acoording to the fineWords i Dreſs. 
ſes inwhich: they are objeSed to it. Madam. 


what I ſhall. 14d more; 4s. only to: recommend 


you: moſi\heattily to the Care and. Bleſing - of 


God: Almighty, hich. ſhall\ever.be.the. con-. 
ſtant expreſſion of 1bat Duty that is owing to 


\ Moſt F i. Servand.! 
708N GASKARTH. 
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The Preface'to' the Reader: 3 © 


\ 1 4 F -V\ 1334 I, (\ yi \ wok] \ DATING 
M LY. Lord Drke of Lauderdaleid)ing+ at'\'Fon- 
-/ + bridge wells, oz $;Bartholomew*s day>1685. 
'' ih: bis Body after embalming wasbrowhþt this own 
>. Chappel at Ham, ''where iti remained for ſome 
conſiderable Time privately : the State of that ſad Solemnity 
being, reſerved-for another Place. Atilength, after ſeveral 
Weeks it was conveyed by Sea into. Scotland; hig'Graces nde 
tive Country, to be depoſited in a*Chnrch of his ownerefing;: »c1ca 
After which cceinf our next convening in that wonted =_ Lauder 
of worſhip, 1thought 'twas no more than a neceſſary Obſer- Curch, 
wance both to the dead, and living, to'prepare ſomething that the Manſ:- 
might anſwer ſuch a'Circumſtance.”. Accordingly : campoſed on-Houle, 
this Diſcourſe, that I now preſent to thee, ' and. the timeof — 
-onr firſt aſſembling there, being on'a Sunday, [ther preach» ly,and 
ed it 5 and altho it had'not all the external Formalities of *0n 
a Funeral Sermon, yet as to the Matter, and Deſign'of it, the Thie. 
it was ſo : and Ibelieve the very being in that Place, » and 
Service, where he always.was ſuch a conſtant: Attendant, \.andl 
then obſerving his Seat empty, 'without-the perpetual: Orna- 
ment. of it at ſuch times; was-a ſight as affeting to. any of his 
_Acquaintance, as if they had: had.the-outſide of a Coftin to 
contemplate before them, eſpecially when from its late Remo- 
wal thence their Fancy. mightceaſtly :reſtore.that\Want, 2and 
repreſent it  #0;them, gr (ens Fer ſcarce prevent, - if 
they had been moſt induſtrious init, the doing ſo;*. But altho 
this be a ſufficient Reaſon to juſifie. a Funeral Sermon at a 
diſtance:; that mhich more foreibly determined my Thoughts 
this way was. my deſerved honour to-this great Perſon, that 
while Particulars. were'freſh,. and-ready, I might raife up:a 
Pillar or Monument of him in. my Mind, which might pre- 
ſerve his Memory againſt the Deluge," or deſtroying Nature 
of After-times : 1 ſpeak in reſpe® of my ſelf, let my - 
| a 


» Truth 
.., of any ſecular Advantage: the Topicks that 1 have inſited up- 
-: -1 0n, were my own repeated Obſervation, and were farther 
2þ confirmed to meby the Learned D. Hicks my Predeceſſor in 


To the Reader, 
laft as long at it wif; . thatt cotta 
e 


wld\codbflaſs Ahk effet vy- 
072 others I dare not preſume. Indeed that there ſhould be ſome 
flanding Hiſtory of ſuch a Perſon, that would ſo compleatl 
furniſh, and ſa.well deſerves ove,s. very requiſite; and [wi 
a better,' and more knowing  Relator of bim to that purpoſe. 
The things here mentioned ave only ſuch as conver the good- 
neſs and probity of bis Diſpoſition, aud does not declare the 
particular Inſtances of it, how he exerted it into Aion in all 
the Branches of bis publick Aﬀairs, which would make up « 
juſt Volume,. aud which may boldly offer themſelves tothe 


. "Fudgment of all ſeriow, aud Honeſt Men. yet im ordler to 


make ſome advance towerds ſuch an effe& this I ſhall ſay 
for the preſent Compoſure imthe extent of it, whatſoever opinions 
it a meet withall, that 'tis done in great Sincerity, -is only 

r Truths fake 3 and-not any Diftate , or Influence 


the Happineſs of Living with his Grace, and who enjoyed it 
longer then [did. 4nd I am certain what I have fay'd of this 
Opbje? will be moſt readily afſemted to by all that had any 
arue kriowledg of hint, and let thoſe conſider,, who meerly up- 
02 the ſuſpicious Report of Fame, that is 'almays prejudiced 
to great Mer, cenſure himy-and knew hint not, - how unrea- 
ſonable they are 5 and whether they do as they would-be 
done by. 4M that. I can think' of fuch Porſows,. 1s, that they 
are perfet# Heathens, hey \want the. Goffet Chatity,- which 
in Truth. is 1he-diſtineniſhina Note,and the Whole of our Re- 
ligion, and ſo perſecnte the Chriſtians as they-nſed to do.” - 
That this comes forth ſo late, at fuch\# diſtance ſrom-the-oc- 
caſron of it beſtdes ſeveral impediments,that I coutd1ell thee of, 
one of which hinted in the" Dedication, - thou art chiefly-to 
blame.a Conntrey Life, if thou-thinkeft fit to blame any hive 
upon that account, which 'was in ſore remoteneſs from the 
'Preſs. | 


Farewell. 
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SERMON 


PREACHED AT 


Upon the firſt Occafion after the Death of 


The Lord Duke of Lauderdale. 


| — 


PSALM $2. wr. 6, 7. _ 
I have ſaid yee tre Gods, and yee are all th 
Children of the Moſt High. But, yee ſball 


. Die like Men. 


HIS Pſalm is an Advice to Princes, thoſe 
that are plac't in the Magiſtracy ' and 
Government of the People, that they have 
a Special Care to be Jul and Righteous in 

their high Commiſſions; that they make Truth and 

Equity the ſole meaſure of all their Actions, andonly 

reſpe& the Merit of things, and not the Perſons that 

are concerned. inthem 3 that they deal impartially a- 

mong the People without any ſiniſter defign, or byaſs 

upon them, and neither favour the great Ones forfear 
of their greatneſs, nor cruſh and opprefs the mean 

Man becauſe he can make no reſiſtance againſt themz 

but that they adminiſter true Judgment and ſee that 

| B Right 
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(6E)) 
Right prevail,and determine in all Caſes, without any- 
regard of prejudice” to Perfons; Thar they defend the- 
| Poor and Fatherleſs, do Juſtice tothe afflied and needy, 
and deliver them from the hand of the wicked, VET. 3, 4+ 


And-thj T3 unſel is dapnded-ypon two 
: bal ws we f] Mnf jo þ 


Reaſons. | i s | « 

Firſt, BecaufeGod Hhimfelt ſpe iſes* over them, 
and inſpects into all their Management. God ſtand- 
eth in the Congregation of Princes, He is a Fudge among 
Gods, r gh And what a feryible refletian..i$ it to 


Ee 


conſider, thatthq Righteogs Judge of all;the World, 
a Being of that ifvariable Juſtice, that cannotendure 
the leaſt Iniquity; an&ope-thatis;fo mighty to puniſh 


all thoſe that are-Guilty of it he looks upo = 
nc Pann, a 4 Cltel hedKaſs, FI ey 
be-not ſich. as anſwers the ReQitude of his Nature, 
exact Vengeance.upon the ynjuſt Deputigs of his So- 
veraign Powex and Artthorfty /in'this Fower World ? - 
Thisis the firſt-Motive that he ſetsdown-for Princes to! 
ovjemve Joſt TEE $5 1 2 Oy 

The ſecond is, That-this Rufe and' Eminency of - 
theirsis but a ſhort-liv'd thing, they canhavens laſt- 
ing enjoyment of it, all.this State and Greatneſs can- 
nofedas them FORT BE Ss condition of Men," 
but they myſt; ſubmit to the irreverfable, Decree ot 
Hymane Nature, andidie, and Tye down,in the Duſt 
in the ro Rnner hh tow aleaneff Brethren., . | 

And therefore. what follyis teVErto be tranfported? 
with worldly glory £6 Ve proud and: lofty upon this 
falſe occalion,to makethisa'grounid of triumphirig and 
Lording it over others, which laftsbut'for a moment, 
and thenleavegus undiftinguiſhedin the common Maſs: 

T have ſaid 'yee are Gods, ©. From which Words 
we ſhall Morſe of theſe Bardlelilats 4 ng 


Firſt, To give theRcaſon of their being {tif by 
this Name. : Second- 


\(i3 ) 


"Secondly; 'Froth hence”ts thow: the manner: and 
Plaſt form of their Governtiierit,” how-they ought to 


deport thernſelvesin the management of it. ' 
And Laſtly, from theſe words, "That they muſt die 


Tike Mem, ' we hall deduce fore Inerences relating: to 


E 


bet nM F239 2. 
=*-And Firſt," 'To' give the Redſon of cheis being va 


by by this Name of Gods,and this may be firſt; becauſe 
of ther Powerin general. Dan:5.19.' For Majeſtyis gi- 
ven them, that the People Jhould tremble and fear before 
them 5 whom they will the Jlty, ard whom they will they 
keep alive; 5 Shi Yhey wHl-the ey fer #11; and whos 2hey 
will they put downs hich We Ft) loinedegree of al 
Princes and Governouts whatfotever. '/? ci: 1 
But then Secondly and principally, the Reaſon of 
thei being ftil'J by this Name, is, becauſe theit pow- 
er has this particttlar reſpe& in it; that 46 is\derived 
from God, hey have a'BedivofSu remeMajeRty ' refle- 
'@ed updn them's Gods thetrue- Guorai Pf Reaſe 
.and Dominion, and the exerciſe thereof *does' ſolely 
belong tq hisownfelF';”all other Beings of what degree 
ahd orderſpeyet, ether Angels or Men archisCrezs 
tures, 4d ofk oF Ys: Harids's vupoff awhich 
Refatſor! hal #4 Gfate: Riphit to goverifard6iF- 
ofe of thetti azhd po PEP pray tb what he 311 53; 


rs Arm) 2y of” earthy, -the' Irbubitants of the 
| . Ns Jay unto bin, what 


Earth, 40 
aoeft Pp IDAN ven fu q- hg Soveraigh 
Power in Man, 1 Bait daly -- mitwriieated! from 


God. Tndeed Mth's fequil both'by'thelr Nature, 
andin their Original; "thi there isngthing'th any of 
them to foundan Authority upon :overtheir Brethren, 
Fr oo# Gifts of ——— give no ſut- 

cent title'to _ Fenty: 268 tideed, gear Parts And 
Wiſdom do diſpoſe on Places and Covert 


ment, butthey dv'not aa etitail it wiper 66, or 
confer 
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confer a juſt Right to the.exerciſe. of: it... '\None:can 
invade the Life-or Fortunes of another,although he be 
- neverſocriminal ordeſerving to forfeit them, without 
bringing theguilt of Murder or Rapine upon himſelf, 
unleſs he be commiſſioned from Heaven, and: have a 
Divine Patent for that Action. God alone1sthe Lord 
of Life and Death, and none. can. aſſume or exerciſe 
this Power, without-a kindof Sacriledge upon God, 
unleſs he eitherby his permifſfive Will in an ordirary 
courſe of things, or by his Immediate hand in a mira- 
culous proceeding inſtate himin that Eminency 3 and 
therefore the Apolile ſays, There: 3s. 10 power (voi; 
that js Soveraign power ), but of God, Rom.13.1, And in 
the Book, that is ſtil'd by. the Name of The Wiſdom 
of Solomon, Chap. 6. where that Excellent Writer, 
peaking of Rulers and Magiſtrates, has theſe Words, 
wer.;3.' For Power is: given you of the Lord, and Sove- 
raignty from the higheſt , And then afcerwards he calls 
them Miniſters of { od's. Kingdom, and Proy. 10. 16. 
By . me Princes rule and Nobles, even all Judges of the 
Earth, that is, they have a Communicated Ray of 
Divine Authority upon.them 4 .as, well as the Special 
Wiſdom of Ggd to indluene and, dire&.them.in their 
great Office, which allo 15, antimated, n.theſe. words, 
the Subje& of this Chapter being. Wiſdom.” . But the 
firſt Explication is Fundamental, and.gives the reaſon 
of the Second. - And the Prophet Denzelwhen he de- 


| D 

clares the ſtrange Puniſhment of Nebucbgdnezzar,how 
that he. was degraded; from the Hiimane Nature, and 
the Spirit, .and-ſence of a, Beaſt, was put into him, ſets 
forth this. Account:of the matter, That he might there- 
by know that the Moft High ruleth in the Kingdom of 
Mex, and giveth it  io:mwhomſocuer be will, Chap. 4. 32- 
Sothat all that Power with which Princesare inveſted, 
and ſhine,in the Woxld,: and which tends ſo il y 


to the benefit of it, deſcends. from aboye, and is a 
pe” — -. mol 


(3) 


Beam of Majeſty fromthe Supream Governour of Hea- | 


ven, and Earth deriv'd upon them.. All-that the Peo- 
ple-can pretend to, for-Soveraign Power, (they have 
none Inherent in-them) isonly 1n a Free State, where 


there-1s no Precedent, Right, or Property to any, to | 


Aſſign and Nominatethe governing Perſon. Asfor the 
Power it ſelf, that proceeds from another Original ; 
Nay, as to the Individual Perſon, that is -to-ſway the 
Government, the Providence of God does over-rule 
and determine, as the fore-mentioned place of Daxiel 
doesplainly manifeſt, He rukth inthe Kingdom of Mer 
and giveth it to whomſoever he will. And: may alſo be 


made farther appear from many other Teſtimonies. of xx. r. 3. 
Scripture. He ſo concurs with the Will of Man as both 7#». 27: 


to leave that toitsnatural freedom; and alfo bring his 
own Council to paſs according to-the. preſent Exi- 
gence and Occaſion of things; ſometimes ſetting up 


a good Prince for. the Encouragement of Godlinefs, - 


and to bring Honor and Repute to Vertue and Re- 
ligion; and ſometim-s permitting an .ill Governour 
and a Tyrant to poſleſs the Throne, for a Tryal 
of Conſtancy, and to reclaim the . Vices of. a:long 


. Peace and Luxury.- Thus then Power and Domini- 


on being, a Derivative thing from -God, -and a com- 


- municated Ray of that Eternal Empire, whereby he 


governs all things both in Heaven and Earth,. and 


| has the fole-Right to do.ſo,, it being a part of God's 


ww. - 


' own Sovereignty; mveſted in. Man, which places-him 
ina Seat of Eminency, aboye otters, it plainly, fol-. 


lows, that, thoſe. may, well enough be. ſtyl'd by.the 
Name of Gods, who have.this Divine Authority .com- 
mitted to them. - / | 


. -'The Second thing is to ſhew,the Mannerand Plat- - 

form of their , Government,; how..they.ought to de- 
port themſelves in the Management of .it.;;. And that - 
-:45; ſeeing their Power, is ſomething from God,a Beam, | 


B 3 and 


bl 


= FX; - 


WI 
and part of the Heavenly Majeſty, they ought ſo to 
behave themiſelves'in all Caſes as:God himſelf would 
do, if he ſhould perſonally appear for that: Action: 
They ought to-diſingage themſelves from all partial 
Aﬀecttions and Intereſts, and follow the free Dictates 
of Mind and Reaſon, as they--are farther aſſiſted by 
the Spirit of God (for the Holy' Spirit of God: a- 
dapting himſelf to the different Neceflities of Men, 
mult needs be ſappos'd to be'more plentifully pre- 
ſent with thoſe thatarein the more Jifficulr Circum- 
ſtances of a high Station?) they 'ought, Ifay,' to ac- 
quit themſelves from the Straitneſs of ſelfand all pri- 
vate Suggeſtions, and 'maititain a- larger Sphere 'of 
Action, only look upon the Juſtice of things, and 
the Expediency of them tothe Publick Good: 

But to ſpeak more particularly, and in expreſs In- 
ſtances: CRE 0154 

Firſt then,a good Governour upon this Divine Plat- 
form muſt be very careful, and make it the main Scope 
of his Endeavors to promote the Welltare of thoſe 
that are under his Charge and Government. And 
-this is only a Tranſcript from the Heavenly Pattern, 
1f we conſider the ſeveral Methods of Divine Pro- 
'vidence, the Actings and Proceſs of- 1t ever ſince 
the beginning, we may plainly diſcern- this,. That 
its perpetual Deſign was to advance the only Good 
of Mankind, wiz. To draw them off from their ſtaful 
'pradifes, and eſtabliſh vertue*'and' the' right worſhip vf 
"God, where 'vice and idolatry dit vtign Tefove,) And 
that Governour that would be like-God, whoſe Pow- 
er and Authority he 1s endued withal, muſt have 
this end and projed& in all his Actions, to'carty on 
the publick Good,' and advance the Benefit of thoſe 
"that are-committed to him. *'He'muſt have fio'parti- 
cular Reſetveof S&H itt any*of his Proceedings zbut 
move 11 a larger CompiB; and intend his whole pur- 
poſe 


C7) 
poſe and endeavors to a general. Advantage or ra- 
ther, he may conſult Self-Intereſt as much as he plea- 
ſes, if he determine Self aright, not to the ſenſual,as 
moſt men da; but to the rational part of him, and 
then apply Intereſt only to thoſe things that bring 
Benefit and Advancement to that. It is a great Mi- 
ſtake, to think that the Good of the People can at 
anytime claſh and be inconſiſtent with the Good of 
the Governor: And that Ruler that entertains this 
Notion 1s certainly an ill Man, and ſets up the De- 
ſires of Sence, as the Rules of Aion, in Oppoſition 
to the free Reſults of Mind and: Reaſon. Good is a 
general thing,. and has no particular Confinement in 
It; but is adapted and ſuitable toa]l Men. The ſame 
Good diffuſes it ſelf through Prince and People; and 
If it be not for the Advantage of both, it is but a 
falſe Notion, and no.real Good. The true Intereſt 
of the. Prince- cannat be any ſeperate thing from 
that of the People: The Advancement of Vertue 
and the true Religion, which is the only univerſal 
Godd, 1s that alone which eſtabliſhes the Throne, 
and makes the Government facile and tenable. This 
Good concerns Princes, as well as private Mer; 
and.if at any time they carry on things that have 
not this Tendency in them, they manage a Project 
againſt themſclves;3 and *tis ſome ſenſual Appetite, 
and, miſtaken Self that is the. Cauſe of it. This then 
ought to: be a ſtxong Motive to Princes to intend 
the publick. Good, ſeeing: by this means alone they 
ean obtain and ſecure that which is truly ſo to them- 
ſelves; :and they ought to deſign this in all their 
proceedings, if they will imitate him who contferr'd 
their Power upon them.” And as God Almighty of- 
ten carries on that which his infinite Wiſdom: diſ- 
cerns to be the Good of Mankind, by Methods con- 


trary tothe Carnal Deſires and Will of Man, as by 
| ſeveral 
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ſeveral kinds of AfiiFions aud the like: So a good 
Prince, when he meets with an 1]! inclined People, 
that have not their Minds ſet upon Good, he ought to 
make uſe of his Authority from Heaven; and even 
contrary to their Will and Inclination,force them to 
the Obſervance of right things, ſuch as he ſeesexpedi- 
ent for them, although never ſo great Troubles at- 
tend the Enterprize. This then 1s the Firſt Divine 
CharaQer of a good Governour, That he ought by 
all means to carry on and endeavour the univerſal 
Good of the People under him. 

A 24. duty that belongs to Magiſtrates in Imitation 
of him,from whom their Power cometh,is an Univerſal 
Juſtice, both asit relates to God ad Mar. And 1ſt. as 
to that part of Juſtice that relates to God, we muſten- 
deavour with all Diligence to maintain the great Re- 
ſpe& and Honor that is due unto him. And this 
God himſelf takes care to vindicate, 1/ai. 42.8. I am 
the Lord, that is my Name, and my Glory will I not 
give to another, neither my Praiſe to Graven Images. 
And *tis very obſervable in the whole Complex of 
the Prophets, that the many Methods of Providence 
that have been made uſe of in the World, have all of 
them tended to this, viz. To draw men off from 1I- 
dolatry and Superſtition, to the Worſhip of the on- 
ly true God 3 And that they ſhould alſo worſhip him in 
Spirit and in Truth. This is his Glory, that has always 
been the great Exerciſe of his Wiſdom, to keep up, 
and maintain in the World, viz. the true profeſſion 
of his Name, and the practice of Vertue that is con- 
ſequent to it - And this is indeed the Glory of God, 
and that alone which brings Honour to him, when 
Men by their manner of Living expreſs the Divine 

PerfeQions, and make them confeſs'd and believ'd 
in theWo:1d ; when by their Conformity to the Laws 
of God, they declare his infinite Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs, 


(#7 


-nefs, * in propoſing ſuch Heavenly Rules of Aion. 
When by their careful declining all Sin, both in 
Thought and Deed, and the exaCt Holineſs of their 
Lives, they plainly ſignifie the'O-2niſcience of God, 
that he ſees the molt ſecret Deſigns of Man ; together 
with the ſpotleſs Purity of his Nature, That Filimeſs 
only becometh the Righteous Lord, and is acceptable to 
him. And hence we often read in Scripture,That the ,,, FIG 
Name of God was blaſphem'd among the Gentiles through z:ek.35, 
the Fews, Romans 2.24. and that David gave great 29233: 
occaſion to the Enemies of Godtoblaſpheme, 2 Sam.12. 14. 
that is, ſeeing they pretended to be the only Wor- 
ſhipers af the true God, and his own peculiar Peo- 
ple, and yet lived after the manner of the Heathen, 
and indulged themſelves in fuch finful Courſes, it 
might well be concluded by thoſe Gentiles, that this 
reat God whom they worſhiped, the Holy One of 
Thrael (as he ſtiles himſelf) was no ſach pure and 
divine Being 3 but indeed one that delighted in Sin, 
and was an Approver of it, in that he had choſen a 
Nation for himſelf that was ſo notoriouſly guilty of 
ſuch baſe Enormities. This then ought to be. the 
ſerious Endeavour of a good Magiſtrate, if he-will 
imitate him, from whom he holds his Patent of Go- 
verning, to ſecure and eſtabliſh the true Religion, 
which 1s the only Advancement of God's Glory. And 
that is the true Religion which was laid down, and 
aſſerted by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and which ad- 
mits of no acceſlary things, as to its Eſſentials,or hu- 
mane Inventions in it. That which teaches the Word 
of God to be Self-credible and Authentick upon in- 
trinfick Arguments (the infinitely wiſe Contrivance, 
and deſign of Goodneſs expreſled in it, abundantly 
declaring its Divine Original,) without the help of 
any humane Authority to eſtabliſh or make it ſo. That 


which accounts theſe Divine Writings the ſole Rule of 
S- Faith, 
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Faith, and ſufficient for Salvation, in the-very Text” 
and Canon of them, without any Traditions of Men 
to compleat and perfe&t them. That which only ac- 
vaints us with one Mediator between God and Man, 
the Man Chriſt Jeſus, and whieh: dires our Addreſ- 
ſes to him alone, who is 'Oz1iſcient; and therefore 
can only hear Prayers, and know the Requeſts that- 
are made before him - And not to the Souls of Men 
departed, or any other Finite Being, which would 
bring upon us that high Impeachment of St. Pax, 
denounced againft the Heathens, who worſhipped and. 
ſerved the Creature more than the Creator; or beſides. 
the Creator, as the Words may well be rendred, 
thatis, joyntly with him, who 3s bleſſed for ever. That - 
which not only obliges us to addreſs to God alone 
in Excluſion of -all Compattners with him in Religi- 
ous Worſhip, but alfo to worſhip him in a pure Spi- 
ritual Worſhip, as an inviſible Nature that cannot 
be objeted to humane Eyes, not framing to our 
ſelves any bodily Reprefentment of him, which is ſo 
expreſly forbidden in the Law of Moſes. Dewt. 4. 15. 
and which is ſo impofable in the thing it ſelf, To whorz 
will ye liker God, or what likerieſs will ye compare unto 
him? fays Iſa. to the Image-mongers of his days, 
chap. 40. 18. That which puts men upon a careful Fx. 
erciſe of all Vertnes, and working out their Salvati- 
on in'thjs preſent Opportunity of Life, without any 

expectance of being delivered afterwards, or havi 
their State made better, or Happineſs obtain'd by the 
Prayers of-others.. That which makes an a&tual O- 
bedience to Lawful Magiſtrates -an indifpenfible Du- 
ty, where their Commands are not oppoſite toGod's 
word, and that no Power upon” Earth can abſolve 
one from itz and therefore by vertue of our Chriſtian 
Profeſſion we ought to give a ready complyance in 
all things tothoſe that are ſetover us, both'in- Church 
| ; and 


(az) 
and. State, 'where what they, enjoyn 4s only in the na- 
.tureof :intlifferent things;does not claſh with-any Di- 
vinePrecept of Scripture, or require a contrary De- 
portment toit : And even then we muſt quietly ſub- 
mit to them ina Chriſtian Suffering without any vio- 
tent-refiſtance, or actual engagement againſt them. In 
a-word, that which was maintained by the beſt Chriſti- 
ans, and Confeflors1n the firſt Centuries, and timesof 
Purity of the Church, and was delivered down as a 
pattern both of Faith and Practice: This is the true 
-Religion, and this a good:Magiftrate ought with all 
diligence to maintain and:eſtabliſh in his Province a- 
mongthoſethat are Subject to him, viz. To free their 
aninds from all Superſtition and-falſe . Perſwaſjons, and 
—_— them inthe true Opinions of things, and Dofrines 
of Holineſs : And this 1s no more then he. is- obliged to 
#1 the ftrieſt Juſtice, to {ee that Gold. Almighty have 
right of his: Creatures ;that due Worſhip: and Obſer- 
vance that belongs tohim, both from: the excellency 
of his Nature, and the ineſtimable benefits conferr'd 
UPON US, z $53 
ASecaond part of; Juſtice as it-concerns Men, . is. 7: 
Jeypartial Exerciſe -of 1t towards all 3 for God is often 
declared: in Scriptureto-be no:Reſpe@er of Perfons, Afts 
10.34. and: Deut.10.17;He 1s:expreſs't:in theſe words, 
a Great God, © Mighty and a terrible , which. re- 
gardeth -not Perſons, and. 2 Chron. 19. 7. There is no 
bniquity with the Lord our God, nor reſpe® of - Perſons, 
and St. Peter ſtiles'him-that Father who-without reſpeiof 
Perſons judgeth every Man according to his:work.1 Epilt. 
1.17. which gives the fulbaccount of theſe equal: Pro- 
ceedings, VIZ. his equal relation to all men 3 and which 
is more plainly expreſt by-holy Fob. 34.19. Heaccepteth 
20t the Perſons of Princes nor regardeth the Rich more 
than the Poor, for they are all the work of his hands. 
Thus then thoſe Gavernours that will follow the great 
C2 example 
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example, and original of their power, muſt-obſerve- 

an unbyaſs'd Juſtice, the ſame meaſures and equal Di- 

tributions towards: all 5-they:muſt not ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be perverted from the. true merit of things 

by any different regard to the Perſons of Men. Ir is 

Godsown ſolemn charge to Magiſtrates Levit: 19.15. 

Ye ſhall do no unrighteouſneſs in Judgment, thou. ſhalt not 

reſpet# the Perſon of the Poor, nor honour the Perſon of 

the Mighty,but in Righteouſneſs ſhalt thou Judge thy Neigh- 

bour. And Deut. 1.17. Te ſhall not reſpe# Perſons in Judg- 

ment,but ye ſhall hear the ſmall'as well as the 

Plato de Repub.4+-great,- Tndeed there are ſeveral Caſesthat 

require ſome abatements from extream 

Juſtice and the Letter of the Law 3 for Laws being le- 

velled againſt Crimes in-general, cannot ſo minutely 

conſider : the different Circumſtances of things, and - 

Perſons ; and afford a reaſonableallowance forthem. 

And therefore it is often requiſite, that there ſhould 

be ſome Relaxations made from the inflexible rigour 

of Words, and Statutes. But then thoſe thatare the 

Rulers, and Managers of this Power, muſthavea ſpe- 

cial care to diſtribute the ſame equity: to all, accerd- 

ing tothe ſame rule of Mercy'z and not be more ſe- 

vere, Or more favourable to: ſome then others. And 
as to the Impunity of ſome, altho' it may happen, that 
great Malefators upon ſome probable marks of a ſin- 
cere Repentance, may offer a fair inducement for 
Mercy -and Pardon; yet there being ſo many things 
to- be conſidered iin-a true :Repentance, -as a perfect 
change of mind,and purpoſe,a newheart within them, 
and that not ſuch a one as is only theImprefſſion of.their 
preſent Circumſtance 3 but a conſtant temper of'Spi- 
Tit, that will manfully ſtand out againſt the like-Temp- 
tationsfor the timetocome? 1 fay, theſe-thingsbeing 
to be confidered, which are-not diſcernable to Humane 
Wiſdom, -tis ſaferto omittheſe Inſtances of Pitty, and 
leave 


(13) 


leave them to God's Infallible Judgment in' the due 


Proceſs of Law, leſt otherwiſe they bring the Sinsof 


others upon themſelves 3 and moreover occaſion much 


miſchief in the World, by pardoning and affording - 
farther opportunity to one, that will return to his - 
former Wickedneſs. And befides, : this ought -to be 
taken notice of in this ation, theIncouragement and 
Preſumption that it gives to the like Offences. - This | 


then is another mark-of a good Governour, one that 


copies out the Author of his Power and Dominion to - 


exerciſe an Impartial Juſtice,and uſe the ſame meaſure 
of proceeding indifferently towards all. 


But 4thly, Another Divine Character that he is to - 


expreſs, - is meekneſs and gentleneſs towards ſuch Of- 
fences as only concern hiraſelf, and his own Particu- 


lar. - For altho' he is obliged to diſtribute theſe mea- 
ſures of Juſtice to others, without any defeC or abate- - 


ment, yet if he will truly mitate-the —_— of his 


Power, : he ought to be patient and long ſuffering in 
reſpeCt of perſonal abuſes; to be inclinable toMercy 


and Pardon, and always forgive as often as the State 


of things and the reaſon of Government will permit 


it. God thus proclaims himſelf, and ourown experi- 
ence will ſufficiently convince us of the truth of it. 


Exod. 34:6.And-the Lord paſſed by before him, and pro- © 
claimed the Lord God merciful and Gracious, Long-Suf- 


fering and abundant in goodneſs-and truth, keeping mercy 
for thouſands, forgiving - Iniquity,' Tran fereſſion and. Sin. 
Thus Holy David expreſles him. The Lord is full of 


Compaſſion and Mercy, Long-Suffering and of great good- 


xeſs, he will not always bechiding, and ſoon. And the 


Prophet Joel-declares him. to be ſow to anger.and of great * 


kindneſs, and repenteth him of the evil. Cap. 2. 13. And 


Nehemiabin the-ſame words Cap. 9. 17: Thou art a God © 


ready to pardon, graciows and merciful, ſlow to anger,-$&C. 


This is the proper reſult of his-Nature, and — o 
this *© 
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this asall ations'proceeding from an #-ward:form wil 
principle, muſt needs do, affordshimithe moſt affe&tin 
pleaſure and fatisfaftion. Micah 7. 18. He pardonet 
Tuiquity—— He retaineth not his Anger for ever, "becauſe 
he delighteth in Mercy. ' And St. fFames the 2.13. Mercy 
rejoyceth againſt Judgment. Indeed God pardons none, 
but upon:the neceffary qualificationof atrue Repen- 
tance; but heapplies his Long-Suffering to many Sins 
unrepented of, and paſles them by without any re- 
markable diſpleaſure declared upon them; andiperhaps 
ſeeing he has appointed a day in the which he wall 
Fudge the World, he might defer the'due puniſhment 
of allSin,till that dreadful day come,andinflit nothing 
upon it beſides its ow# inſeparable evils, thoſe whichit 
carries inits own Boſom, unleſs there were ſome 1m- 
portant Reaſon todeterminehim otherwife. For our 
Sins do not force him to any immediate revenge, 
they being not poſlibly able todiſturbhim, or inter- 
mit his Repoſe and Happineſs for'the leaſt moment. 
If we ſin, what do we againſt him 2 If our Tranſgreſſions 
be Multiplyed, what do we unto him? Our Wicekaneſs 
may hurt a Man as we are. Job. 35.6.8. Now therefore 
in this caſe to be more ſatisfied, or at leaſi to think pro- 
bably concerning the ways of God , what Sins ke will 
immediately puniſh, and what he will paſs by, we 
— muſt conſider God not only. as a Seperate Being from 
his Creatures, but as the Juſt, and wiſe Governor 'of 
them, and obſerve whatheis obliged to from this 'Re- 
lation. And hence we may diſcern that'ſin:not ter- 
minating upon God only, but alſo. refleting upon 
men and deriving a-certain Malignity- among :them : 
There areſeveral inſtances of it, which having amore 
ſpreading contagion in them, cannot be conniv'datin 
any ſingle: Perſon without doing injury, - and-preju- 
dice to the whole, which is not competent with'God's 
Government. ' And therefore a/ oper and bold -wicked- 


neſs, 
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eſs, becauſe this being permitted, does by degrees leſſen, 
and deſtroy-the notions of the Divine Purity, and Holi- 
neſs inthe World ; and ſo more forceably invites Men to 
the ſame Practices, uponthisill Concluſion from Impuni- 
ty, that either God approves them,or isnot greatly offen- 
dedat them, MalJach. 2. 17. Ilay all oper, and bold-wicked- 
zeſs, iscommontly followed with more remarkable Judg- 
ments upon it, eſpecially in thoſe that ſtand in a nearer 
Relation to God, (as the Fews above the Heathens, and 
perhaps,the Miniſtersof the Altar above other Chriſtians.) 
And this whole thing is ſet down by David. Pſal. 50. 
where after he had menttoned the many Enormities of that 
People that were in Special Covenant with him. zer. 18. 
When thou ſaweſt a Thief,thou conſentedſt unto him, and haſt 
been Partaker with the Adulterers. He adds, Theſe things 
haſt thou done, and thou thoughteſt wickedly, that 1 aus even 
ſuch an one as thy ſelf; thou thoughteſt by this Connivance ' 
and delay of Puniſhment, that I was no more Holy nor 
Righteous than thou, but I will reprove thee and ſet before 
thee, the things that thou haſt done. And perhaps Hypocriſy, 
when Iniquity 1s concealed, and diffembled under a ſpee : 
ctous appearance, thisnot affording ſuch an exampleand 
influence in the World, is not upon this account ſo ob-_ 
noxious to:Gad's Immediate Puniſhment ; indeed this we 
may obſerve for the truthof this notion, thatin the whole 
complex of Scripture, Puniſhments arenot ſo frequently 
denounced-upon this, as upon oper Immpieties, AndI am 
apt to believe that God never inflicts-any open, and im- 
mediate Puniſhment upon Sin in this World (ke a/owing 
his Creatures all the enjoyments that can be, altho many 
of them chuſe them in an ill kind, and ſtill patiently af 
fording them ſpace of Repentance, molt likely till their 
Diſpoſitiorifor it be quite deſtroyed through VitiousHa- 
bits.) I ſay, I am apt to believe that Gad never intlidts 
any open and Immediate Puniſhment upon Sin 1n this 
World; butwhenit is neceſlary for the Publick gan q 
reclaim 
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reclaim others by ſuch an Examplefromthe like Offences. 
Now a good Prince that obſerves the pattern that God 
gives him in this Reſpect, mult not be over Critical to 
revenge Injuries, but alwaysſignifie a Diſpoſition, that is 
apt to Pardon, and generoufly paſs by all-perfonal Af- 
fronts and RefleCtions upon himſelf, unleſs only ſuch as 
being of that high Aggravation, takes away hisneceſlary 
eſteem among the People, and fo renders him incapable 
of promoting any good, or advantage to them. And this 
Clemency exprelt to leſs offences, will be the moſt effe- 
Ctual means to-prevent and eſcape them for the time to 
come 3 it will be accounted ſuch a baſe ation to abuſea 
Prince of this Heavenly Temper, that it muſt needs raiſe 

 theReſentment and Odium of all Men upon the Authors 
of it,” they will faſten ſuch a Character of Shame and Diſ- 
ingenuity upon them, that the very Clemency of the 
Prince, and the juſtoccafionof Diſgrace that it gives, will 
be a ſufficient Puniſhment to them. I ſay, this Gentle 
Temper in Princes begets the ſtrongeſt Love and Eſteem 
of them in the minds of the People, which makes the beſt 
ſecurity againſt all Injuries z and therefore this may bean 
Argument from Policy, as well as Divinity totheſe mild 
Proceedings. x 

And in the Fifth place, that he may be more ſucceſs- 
ful in his Government, both as to the Advancement of 

Religion,and the right Worſhip of God, and alſo to the 
promoting of good Morals and Honeſty among his Peo- 
ple, he muſt imitate the Author of his Power in ano- 
ther Attribute, and that is his Holineſs. Be ye holy for 1 
an holy, does eſpecially belong to. Governours, who have 
another Image and Reſemblance of God to expreſs in 
the World than-the reſt of Men - and: Chriſtians have. 
He muſt be ſure-to give an Example-in himſelf of thoſe 
Vertues that he ſhould maintain and propagate. That of 
the Apoſtle, 'Shew thy ſelf a Pattern of good Works, Ti- 

tus 2.7. and allo 1 Tim. 4. 12. Be thou an Example 

the 
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the Believers in Word, in Converſation, in Charity, in 
Spirit, in Faith, in Purity, together with 1 Pet. 5. 3. 
Not as being Lords over God's Heritage, but being Enſam- 
ples to the Flock; altho* ſpoken concerning Biſhops and 
Paſtors of the Church, yet upon the ſame Reaſon be- 
longs to all Rylers in genera], of what kind ſoever, whe- 
ther their Province be Spiritual or Temporal. There 
are many Men that cannot look into the inward Na- 
ture and Pulchritude of Vertue, and make that the In- 
fluence of their Practice; but are wholly taken up with 
the Externals of it, the Credit, or Diſtepute that it is 
in from great Examples, and ſo manage themſelves ac- 
cordingly. As alſo Ambition of great Places, or per- 
haps the bare Deſire of being better ſtated with their 
Governour, or in his more ſpecial Reſpe&t and Favour 
puts abundance more into this Circumſtance of confor- 
ming to his Inſtance. And therefore it often happens 
that the whole City is of the ſame Complexion with its 
Ruler, whether he incline to Vice or Vertue But alas, 
this is the Difference, the Defixes of Body, which the 
greater number of Men place their whole SatisfaQion in, 
not being acquainted with Spiritual Enjoyments, makes 
the Pattern on the worſe ſide more ſpreading. I ſhall 
not enlarge upon this Argument, only tranſlate a paf- 
ſage of Tully in his third Book de Legibas. 18. 19. which 
- aS1t has the Advantage of Sence above any thing 1 can 
fay from my ſelf, ſo it carries more of Authority with 
it : As by the licentious Life and Vices of Princes (fays he) 
the whole City is commonly infeed, ſo by their Continence 
and better Morals, it is advanced to the ſame Vertues. That 
great man, and our Friend Lucullus, when the Stateli- 
zeſs of his Houſe at Tuſculum was with ſome Reflefion ob- 
jeded to him, made this Anſwer which ſatisfied many : That 
whereas his two Neighbours, the more honourable of them 
being but a Knight, and the other only a Freeman, had ve- 


ry ſtately Manſions, that Magnificence muſt needs be allowed - 
| D to 
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; him, which was permitted to thoſe ſo much his Inferi- 


Ours. But it ſeems Lucullus did not obſerve that he hints 
Self was the Cauſe of their State, to whons if he had not been 


guilty of it, it would have been neither lawful nor tolerable ;_ 


for who would have endured them to have enjoyed ſuch pom- 
pos Houſes? who would not rather have broken them down 


and deſtroyed them, unleſs thoſe who were moſt obliged to 


do ſo, had given their Example and Authority for the having 
of them. For that is not ſo great an Evil that Princes are 
vicious (altho it be a great. one) as that other is, that ma- 


ny are drawn into an Imitation of them: For one may ob- 


ſerve quite through the Hiſtories of all times, that: howſo- 


ever qualified the Chief Men of the City were, ſuch was the 


City it ſelf in a little while; and every Change of Manneys 


in Princes did induce the ſame in the People; by how much. 


ill Princes do worſe deſerve of their Countrey, not only that 
they follow Vice themſelves, .but becauſe they infuſe it into 
their SubjeFs; 'and not only do harm that they are corrup- 
ted, but that they corrupt others, as it were making Sin: Au- 
thentick by their praGiſe of it, Thus Rulers are obliged 


to maintain good Works, even for theſe neceſſary uſes, 


that they may thus bring Vertue into Eſteem, and Ho- 
nour among.the People. Good Princes have a Reward, 
and ſhare in all the Vertues of thoſe that are under them, 


by the Command and Influence of their own Piery : 


And in reſpeCt of their after State, may aſcribe that of 
the Prophet to themſelves, they advancing the ſame 
thing by their Example, viz. Thoſe that tnrn many unto 
Righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine as the'Stars for ever and ever, Dan. 
I2, 3. And this will: enhaunce their Puniſhment if they 
be vicious z-: and ſo much” the more as Vice, 'or ar ilf 
Pattern, having the-ſtronger Appetites of Body to ad- 


vocate: for it, -15-more prevalett, and dyates-farther. It 
19-an eafte effect of- Vice to derive it ſelf ina large Com-- 


paſs upon thoſe ſuitable Inclnations that are inall men; 
but the propagation of Vertue is a more difficult thing, 
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and requires a more than ardinary Example for the Suc- 
ceſsof itz, there being that violent Oppoſition of Sence 
to move againſt, which is the prevailing Principle in 
moſt Men; and which cannot be ſubdued, or kept un- 
der in any without intenſe Labour, and inceſſant Stri- 
ving, at leaſt till a Habit have render'd the Buſineſs 
more. facile. But this ſhould not deter a good Magi- 
ſtrate, that conſiders his Heavenly Rule and Pattern 
from an Holy Inſtance; but rather the more eaſie and 
influential Vice is, the more cautious ſhould this make 
him of aCting it before his many Spectators, or giving 
1t the advantage of his bigh Example: And the more di- 
fficult Vertue 1s, or contrary to the Temper of moſt Men 
(if he will fatisfie his juſt Obligations to God and the 
People under him) the more induſtriouſly ought he to 
aſſert it, and with more vigour endeavour to gain Cre- 
dit and Authority to it from the Uprightneſs of his own 
Aftions. This indeed requires Valor, as all other his due 
Proceedings do. 

And therefore in the Sixth place, ſeeing that Magj- 
ſtrates are commiſſioned by God, are his Deputies and 
Miniſters of his Kingdom among Men, as much as con- 
cerns the viſible part of things, they ought to be very 


couragious and reſolute in the juſt Management of their 


high Province. It is God's own Command and Counſel to 
them, Tos ſhall not be afraid of the Face of Man, for the Judg- 
ment is the Lords, Deut. 1. 17. That 1s, ſeeing they ma- 


nage God's Cauſe and Government in the World, and 


upon this account are obliged to the moſt impartial Ju- 
ſtice and Equity in all their” Proceedings, they ought 
to be valiant for the Trutheven unto Death,and not ſuf- 
fer any Fears, or Apprehenſion of Danger to draw them 
aſide from an honeſt Sentence, or hinder the due Pro- 
ceſs of righteous Judgment between Man and Man. In- 
deed a good Magiſtrate that uſes the ſame Rule and 


Meaſure of ating indifferently towards all, that deter- 
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mines his whole Afﬀedctions to the Merit of things, and 
not to any quality of Perſons, muſt needs by this equat 
Management, create to himſelf many Adverſaries.There 
1s a lofty Opinion and Eſteem of themſelves that com- 
monly poſſeſſes the minds of” rich Men. This is the pro« 
per Effe& and Influence of Great Fortunes, unlefs atrue- 
Chriſtian Humility does rebate and qualifie it: And 
therefore rich Men, where this humble Temper of Re- 
ligion is wanting, always preſume upon an Advantage 
above others, which they alſo would have attend them 
in places of Judgment. And this is the reaſon that ſo 
many foul Cauſes are commenced and managed by 
them, which gives us the Account of that of St. James, 
Cap. 2.6. Do not rich men oppreſs you, and draw you be- 
fore the Judgment Seats And therefore, when they find 
that ſevere Juſtice is preferr'& and takes place, without 
any regard had to their Figure in'the World, we muſt 
needs imagine them-paſling angry with thoſe honeſt Ma- 
giſtrates that diſpenſe it : And therefore there is need of 
Spirit and Reſolution ina good Governour; a mind pre- 
pared to meet with the greateſt Dangers, that can man- 
fully bear up againſt all the Affronts and ill "Treatment 
of offended Greatneſs ;- and that- will' never- deſert a 
—_— Action through any proſpe& of Terror or 
Threatning Circumſtance whatſoever ; leſt if otherwiſe, 
Juſtice and Judgment,God's own Cauſe in theWorld,ſhould 
ſuffer and be perverted by it. - cs 

But then Secondly, ſuppoſing there be-ſuch 'a formi- - 
dable ' Appearance againſt him' upon this due perform- 
ance of” his Office, that the moſt refolute Fortitude and 
Gallantry of-mind ſeems not able to ſtand before it ; this 
ought not 1n the leaſtto influence or terrifie him from - 
that true Judgment that neceſſarily- belongs to his bigh 
Station z but{till he ought to determine boldly accor- 
ding to the Juſtice of tmngs, -and ſupport -himſelf 'with 
a-firm Confidence in God, and his ſpecial Providence 
about 


(21 


about him, that he will undoubtedly:prote& him-in-the 
juſt management of that: Work and'Office which-he 
has committed to him. Tt is impoſſible that God ſhould 
forſake or deſert any whilſt they are obſerving his Spe- 
cial Commands /to them. Common Juſtice does oblige 
the contrary 3-and 'we ſhould ſet a Mark of Baſeneſs up- 
on that Man that ſhould: be guilty of ſuch a Deport- 
ment. And then if God be for us, who can be againſt us? 
Hethat behaves himſelf juſtly in his high Province and 
Government, altho' there be never ſo ſtrong a Combi 
nation upon this Account: made againſt him, yet he may 
boldly ſay,. The Lord is on my ſide, or, the - Lord is my 
Helper, - and 1.will not fear what. man' can do unto- me, 
Pfal. 118, 6. Heb. 13.6. 1» God's Word will I rejoyce, in 
the Lord's Word. will I comfort me; in God have. I put my 
Truſt, 1 will not be afraid what-man can do unto me,-Plal. 
56. Io, 11.” As the- righteous King David triumphantly 
{aid, ' when his Enemies compaſs'd him in. on every fide 
. and may be uſed with the ſame. aſſurance by all good 
Governors in their Times of. Danger. Indeed, God 


does not always effe& their Deliverance in this World; 


; he ſometimes ſteps; from them, and as. it were, leaves 
. them-alone; that they may ſo fall a Sacrifice tothe Ma- 
| lice and: Violence of unthankful. People 3 but this is- no 


Interruption of- his Defence and Safeguard . over, them, - 


he ſtill affords them ſufficient Graces for their, Circum- 
ftance and. Tryals 3 and when he . has perfe&ted- them 
through Sufferings,(which is his uſaal 'merthod; with, the 
beſt of Saints, and.by which indeed; they are made ſo) 
he will certainly confer a ſurer Reward upon-them, and 
take them into his more immediate.Culſtody in his King- 
dom. And this Deſertion' in the- time of Trouble as to 
' preſent things makes no- Abatement of Faith in-a good 
Governour;. he . knows moſt aſluredly, That it ſball be 
well with thoſe that fear God at the laſt, Ecclel. 8. 12. 


And if God does not work his Deliverance in this world 
rom 
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fromthehand of-his Enemies, but lets him fall by them, 
yet he is moſt fully ſatisfied, thathe will effe&t this very 
thing in'-his Death and -Sufferings, and vindicate his 
Righteous Actions,and afford a moſt plentiful recompence 
of them in the Region of Glory, and'therefore he can 
uſe thoſe great words of Job, with the ſame holy Confi- 
dence and Refignation: Cap. 13.15. Though he flay me, yet 
will I truſt in him. © ICS | 

We come now to the laſt thing, viz. That theſe Gods 
and Children of the Moſt High muſt die like Men, that is, 
altho they be promoted-to this high Station, and ſtandin 
a great eminency above others. - Yetit 1s only ſome ex- 
ternal thibg, a differerice of degreeand order that diſtin- 
uiſhes them from the reſt of Men, 'there-is ſtill the fame 
week Nature with all the Infirmities and Attendants 
of it, belonging to them, and therefore they are only 
'poor Mortals ſabje& to the common Circumſtance of Dy- 
ing, ad returning toDuſt,as well astheir meaneſt Vaſlals. 
'And this Conſideration ſhould' fecure the Humility of 
Great Men and Princes, it ſhould keep their thoughts 
within due compaſs, That they think not of themſelves above 
themſelves, but that theythink ſoberly that they are only Men 
Tmadeup of the ſame periſhing matter and brittle Ingredi- 
ents with others, and that they exerciſe their rule over 
.Creatuires of the ſame Nature and Dignity, that they can 
pretend to.3 they have that original Nobility of a Humane 
Soul and Reaſonequally with them, * and may poflibly far 
ſurpaſs 'them'in thoſe great things, that only make diffe- 
rence of worth in-us, ©is. Holineſs of Life andViertine, 
which alone gives tlie preferments and different Stations 
of another World: And therefore thoſe that are below 
them here, may be advanced much -above them in Bliſs 
and Glory. Thele things ought to influence Princes, and 
tnvitethem to a gentletreatment 'of thoſe that'are under 
-them 3-not to put on aby unneceſſary State or Lordſhip 
*towardsthem, but be of a free addrels, eaſyto _— 
. ted, 
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ted, attentive to their Petitions and Requeſts from them; 
patient of their rudeneſs and fimplicity,- with whatſoever 
elſe may be the effect of unpolifhed nature in them, and 
offer them al! themeaſures of brotherly kindneſs in all in- 


ſtances, asſtill being mindfulof that near redation of Bre- 
thren, and common equality that is between them; that' 


they alſo muſt make their Bed in the Grave, and"ſleep a- 
mong the clods with them. And this very profpet is e- 
nough certainly,to keep downall Pride and Loftineſs of 
Man, deprefs all the (welling reſentment and overacted 
State of Worldly Glory, and preferve the greateſt Po- 
tentates on Earth, ina conſtant habit of Humility, and: 


low notion of themſelves : Alas ! What can it fignifie to 
walk always as it: were in Proceſſion, to be attended 


with continual throngs of Guards, and Admirers where- 
ſoever they go, to have Trumpets always before them to 
ſound out their Greatneſs,and to imprint a juſt terror and 
ſenceof it uponthe aſtoniſhed Multitude, to fitin a feat 
of Majeſty, and diate their Will to a whole Nation? 


What can all this fignify to found any lofty eonceit upon, - 


when one refle&ts on himfelf; thatheis ſtill no more than 
a-Mati, and muft'beſubjed to all the Fatalities and Cir- 
eumffances of that poor Creature® And dowibtlels if we 
could hear him ſpeak that is Jately'#one from us to ano- 
ther Kingdom, who was once inftated in all this great- 


neſs,” and now ſees the better enjoyments-of a ſecond. 


World.and is a Poſſeffor of them;he would 'confirm- theſe 


very words'to'us, and make theny more affeding' Þy his - 


teavenly EFoquerice.''- Indeed Wwe may take/his word bes 
forehand, he atways entertain'd'the ſame Opinion of 


this Worlds gredtizeſs, and often ſpoke the fame things 


whilſt he-was living, and'to prove'theunfeigned fincerity 
of his words; -he voluntarily retfred fred 2. Bleek 

A Second Influence that this ſhould have upon Magi- 
ſtrates, viz. That #ey mfs die like Mer, ito makethem 
Juſt and Honeſt in all their Proceedings. The reaſonwhy 


Men 
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Men manage ſuch Self-defigns, and Unrighteous Judg- 
ment inthe World, is becauſe they do not advert to the 
buſineſs of dying, or elſe they remove the evil day far 
from them; they find their bodies hail and vigorous, .as 
having no fenfible Diſtemper .in them, and .ſo conclude, 
that they areout of all preſent danger of Death, ad have 
214ade a Covenant and an Agreement with the Grave (in the 
Phraſe of the Prophet, Iſaiah 28.15.) for 4 long Seaſon; if 
they ſhould but attend to the. condition of Men, that 
ſome time or other Death will have the Dominion over 
them, andthen contra& thediſtance, that this may hap- 
pen immediately. after ſuch an aCtion in the very next ſuc- 
ceeding moment. :For Death hasa thouſand ways tovan- 
_ poor Man, and. the ſtronger and more luſty the 
onſtitiutonis,themore lyable 1s it to violentDiſtempers, 
and. theſe .if they once begin in a Vigorous Body, the 
more they inflame the Blood and Spirits, and the more 
they fortify Deathagainſt us-. So that there is.no preſu- 
ming-upon any conditionof body againſt thepreſent Ap- 
proaches of Death, nay, often Health it ſelf is the moſt 
effefual means of a ſudden Diſſolution 3; if Men had but 
this Apprehenſion upon them, that they were then aQing 
the laſt Scene of Life, as indeed it may be for any thin 
they cantel], what demureCreatures would they be,an 
how would they ſtart from the very firſt motions and 
| thoughts of Sin ? and I am confident with St. Chryſoſtorn, 
that 'twas one Reaſon why God made the Term of our 
Life unknown and uncertain tous, thatſo by this means 
we might have the terrour and influence of our laſt mo- 
ment upon all our ations, This then is another effect, 
that theneceſlity of dying ſhould haveuponus; to make 
usHoly and Righteous in our whole Demeanour. 

But Thirdly we may hence obſerve this Leſſon of Com- 
fort, That thoſe who have man aged themſelves well in this 
high Station, althothey dye after the common manner of 
ten, yet they leave a ſure hope behind them, thateven 

| through 
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| arte how he did tranſat his Publick Afairs,” and how 


tion of his whole Life for the proof of it, that he never 
ſawit otherways, Now this being inverted, he diſ-re- 
ſpefting thethings of the World to'ſuch a high degree, 
will giveus a ſure Argument of the greatneſs of his mind. 
Indeed others might _ profuſely throw them away, as 
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many do upon. ſome Luſt or other 3 but then this js »o- 
Slight or want of Value for the things themſelves, that: 
being always founded upon ajuſt Opinion of the mean- 
neſs of them 3 it is rather a Trade and Merchandize ma- 
naged upon them, they having no Dif-eſteenr properly 
to them; but only they are under the Dominion and 
Slavery of a more darling Inclination, whichthey. would 
by all means excite and gratifie : And if that once chance 


to fail, they may poſhbly appear as covetous and ni-- 
ardly as any others: And nowwe may well imagine 
ow ſuch a Spirit as this, that. had no private Intrigues 
of its own would behave it ſelf in a publick Station : - 
How it would defign a General Advantage iti the whole. 
Compaſs of its Proceedings. I ſball not give any Inftan- 
ces of this kind; let his Enemies prove it, and produce 
the Example of one Attion that had not a publick Re- 
ſpec in it, or was only a narrow Referve for his own 
| particular, _ | © ORIG "6 
He had a ſtrange Apprehenſion to diſcern Good, 
not only preſent, but in the remote Conſequence of 
things, and the long effets of - them: Whereas others 
could not look fo far. And this I atn perfivaded was 
one. great Reaſon why ſo many were diflatisfied with 
his Proceedings, and turned Adverfaries to him,becauſe 
be underſtood better than they, and would have forc'd 
them into their. 6wn Good, which "they apprehended 
not. This 35 the oply Agcount that can be-giyen af thofe 
loud Clamors againſt. him, as one that was .bringing in 
Popery.apd Arbitrary Government : He wiſely ſaw that 
ja Meaſyres were neceſſary to eſtabliſh the juſt Rights - 
of the Throne, and the 2 oBoreleni$2 With I 
do. not. queſtion but will appear to have. been ſuch'in 
the EffeQs of Time, if Men already have rior. their Eyc- 
ſight. ſufficiently cleared yp to difcerg them. 1 
He had ſuch an Uprightneſs of Mind,” and Defign in 
hi, as. would always 1nfluence.to an impartial Jultice. 
| Many 
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Many mjght complain, that they were diſappointed of 
their Expectations when they were not. rightly laid ; 
but none could ever urge with any Appearance , that 
they were: injured by him, And altho' no Man had 
more of Mercy and Kindneſs in his Diſpofition than he 
had where there was a due Object for-it: Yet he was 
very cautiaus of applying it to ſuch Malefaftors, as had 
the legal Sentence of Blood-guiltineſs upon them. He 
was afraid of bringing Sin upon himſelf, and doing harm 
in the World, by .giving Liberty to an il] man to re- 
peat his former Practices, who for any thing he could 
tell, might ſtill be the ſame, in Heart and Deſign; 
and only Fear and preſent Circumſtance might compel 
him to appear otherwiſe. And certainly it 1s much ſa- 
fer to leave ſuch perſons in the due Proceſs of Juſtice 
to God's Mercy; which if they. be ſincere Converts, 
they will be ſure to meet with, .and if not, Mankind 
will be thus delivered from a troubleſome Member. .. 
But as to the Doctrine of Forgiveneſs in 'reſpe&t of 
Self ; he had well learned this from his Heavenly Fa- 
ther, and carefully reduced it into his conſtant Pra- 
Qice. And none had more Occaſion for this Vertue 
than himſelf had, as always ſtanding 1n a high Statjon, 
and ſo being continually expoſed to the Envy and E- 
mulation of great men, which perhaps 1s the beſt Ac- 
count of all that Enmity that he converſed withal, 
Whatſoever the Cauſe was. (TI am ſure 'twas an unreaſo- 
nable one) many were thoſe that roſe up againſt him, 
and when their Attempts fail'd them, and they had no- 
thing elſe to do, but put on the Habit of Repentance, 
and beg Pardon,they never miſled of this from him, and 
a friendly Reception into his Favor, altho' it often hap- 
pened that their baſe Diſſimulation indiſpoſed them for 
Mercy and Pardon inthe Court of Heaven, whither he 
always referred them for Doom and Judgment;affirming, 
thatif they ſeem'd but PR and ask'd —_ 
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he. muſt not intermit the neceſſary Duty of a Chriſtian-- 
towards them : Let him that ſees the Heart deal with 
them as he pleaſes. Altho' by this means he gave them 
freſh Opportunities againſt* him, which+ many of them 
were not wanting to improve'to the beſt Advantages 
and which. being .managed oy fo much Strength and 
Greatneſs, would have terminated in the Ruine of any, 
but only ſuch an one, whoſe-Proceedings were laid up- 
on ſuch*an. honeſt - Ground-work. He' was pofleſt of 
that Diſpoſition, which our Saviour preſcribes to all of 
us, Luke 17.4. That if our Brother -treſpaſs againſt us ſe- 
wen times in a day, and ſeven times ina day, turn again to 
"us, ſaying, 1 repent, we muſt forgive him. And he fat- 
filled this to-that degree, that he only could do,that was + 
always in a high Management,and met with ſuch repea- 
ted perfidiouſneſs as he did; Indeed this muſt be allow- 
'eda wiſe man, and Chriſtianity obliges' nothing to the . 
contrary, that when one obſerves Injuries to proceed 
from a baſe mind, ' which has not-common Probity left 
in it, that he receive not ſuch 'perſons into his Confi- 
dences, nor repoſe any Truſt in them. If he paſs by the 
Offence without any Endeavors, or thoughts of Requi- 
tal, or of doing them any Prejudice' upon that Occaſi- 
on, he has done his Duty, all that can berequired from 
him. And he is the wifer Man-if he does not renew -a 
free Converſe with them, and: aſſure their Favour by a 
mutual Friendſhip ; and it argues him the -better Man, 
'and of niore Uprightneſs, that he does not fear them; 
this NegleCt of them even daring them to produce what 
they can againſt him, and would not be reſolved upon 
by an obnoxious perſon. 

' . Yet notwithſtanding: this common: Prudence, which 
'T believe was leſs in him tharrin other People, infornuch 
as his great: Parts, and his upright Ufe of: them; -more 
raisd him aboye Suſpition,” which is a ſneaking Diſpo- 
{tion of Mind, that only belongs either to Men of _ 
an 
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and Inferior Spiritsz or to ſuch as have the Senceof Guilt 


upon them, and are lyable in their Proceedings : I ſay, 
notwithſtanding this common Prudence toſecure one a- 


gainſt the dangerous opportunity of a falſe Friend, pre- 


tending Reconcilement, he always expreſt himſelf kind- 


ly, and withduereſpect toall Men, howſoever deſerving 


from him. Andif he were an Adverſaryto any ones bet- 
ter Circumſtanceor Advancement,lI am confident, it was 
rather upon the publick account, that that ſhould not 
ſuffer by the farther Capacity of an ill Man, then from 
any ſelf regardin the buſineſs. His Temper was benefi-- 


cent, one might fee a Complacency, and pleaſure in him - 


when he-perform'd any obliging inſtance, which well 
argued, that Actions of that kind, did derive from anin- 
ward Principle, and the very habit of his Mind. AndI 
refer to his many Friends that have been advantaged by 
him, to ſpeak ſincerely their own Experiment; if hewere 
not very diſcernably ſatisfied, when he promoted them; 
or rather let thoſe that have been guilty of ſo mach baſe 
neſs, and after many Obligations, turned his Enemies, 
convinced the contrary, That he delighted not in Benef?- 
cence. ' And as-he*was thus ready and propenſe to ſhew 
kindneſs, ſohe did not expect long thanks or any cring- 
ing obſervance upon the account of it. Such unmanly 
Behaviour was intollerable to him, althothere might have 
been this Reaſon for it. Nor was he an Uſurer of his 
- Favours, or deſigned intereſt: from them, his high Ad- 
vincement, that he always ſtood in, as wellas his Tem 
per, which perhaps had” that fault in it, that it was but 
too careleſs of his ownprofit, - made him incapable of any 
thing ſo mean and ſordid; he was one of thoſe third ſort 
of Men mentioned by the Emperor Antonin lib. 5.4.who 
exhibit favours, and then manage therfſetves with that in- 
differency towards the Objects of them, as if they were 
not ſenſible thatthey had doneſo. (: repro mu imenry” 
Avdnlus T&To muzn) Being like to the Vine, as he there 
com pares 
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compares them, who puts forth her Cluſters, and then 
after having produced her proper Fruits, requires no- 
thingelſe, or norecompence for it ; but when one Vin- 
tage is over, then begins again to make her ſelf ready a- 
gainlt the next Seaſon for another. Intimating hereby, 
that thoſe who are truly beneficent, or that beſt ſort of 
Benefe@ors are contented withthe reward of a good Adti- 
on, and ſeek no further 3 and when they have perform- 
ed one friendly office, they reſt not there, but in a re- 
peated Progreſs determine themſelves toanother, Which 
Fndeed the thoughts and reſentment of that inward plea- 
ure that reſults from ads of kindneſs, will almoſt forci- 
bly carry them to ; and beſides, that derivativePleaſure, 
that proceeds from ſeeing others pleaſed and ſatisfied by 
their means, will very powerfully influence ſuch Men 
whole better parts, and more generous temper, has ad- 
vanced them above the low thing of being envious. 
Which Notion would have perſwaded me that ſome great 
degree of Beneficence muſt needs have been in him, 
-_ now ſpeak of, if I had not obſerved the inſtance 
OI 1t. 
And as to matters of Religion, 1f we confider him as a 
rivate Man, he wasalways jult to his Creator, and grate- 
fully refleted upon him whatſoever he received from him; 
he was not for ſetting up the Idol of Self in Man, and dei- 
fying the Humane Faculties, as ſome Sacrilegiouſly do 
but he ever witha due thankfulneſs aſcribedall the Imper- 
f:& beginnings of good in our Nature, to the Vertueand 
Influence of God's Spirit : That indeed we could in the 
uſe of our magnified freedom oppoſe the gentle Induce- 
ments of Grace, and render them ineffectual, as alas! we 
often do ; this is properly within our own Power, but 
that wecould not perform any good aftion without the 
ſpecial aftiſtance of Heaven with us, freely entertained 
and complyed withal. His Faith was firmly grounded 
vponthe Rock C briſt Jeſa ; thoſe ſubtile Arguments " a 
1o0rt 
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ſort of Men that would take away the God-head and- 
Merits of their Saviour, could make no Impreflion upon 
him, altho he was well acquainted with themall ; he ſaw 


the inſufficiency of their Carnal Reafonings, as being 
quite contrary to the expreſs Word of God,and he hum- 
bly acquieſced in the plain Declarations of Scripturecon- 
cerningthe work and notion of a Redeemer, and appli- 
ed only to him for Salvation. His Perſwaſions were far 
from the Roman Creed, to which he not only often de- 


clared, but liv'd contrary, expecting acceptance with 


God by no other means thenon]y that of a good Conver- 


ſation, through the alone Merits of Chriſt Jeſus. His Re-- 


ligion was'no accidental] thing, the firſt ſtampupon him, 
or the Complexion of his Countrey, which indeedis the 
Religionof moſtMen, and all theaccount they can give 
of it 3 but he undertook the Study of Controverſies, and 
obſerved the Arguments of all Parties, that fo from his 


own free deliberate choice, he might be an Orthodox 


Chriſtian after the beft and moſt approved Plat-form. 


And by this only Method of certainty he got above his 


Education, and became a true Conformable Son of that 


Church, whichis maſtApoſtolick; ſo that noneever enter-- 


tained the Proteſtant DoFrines according to the Church 
of England upongreater Judgment, and none was more 
able, or more ready to defend them againſt all Oppoſers. 


And bis Religion was not only notional ; but he cor- 


verled and lived 'under the influence of it, his attendance 
upon; God's publick Service was conftant and certain, I 


dare ſay 1m the happy timeof my knowledge of him hene- - 
ver ified that -blefled opportunity, - but when his health 


made it necefiary. And this he did perform not only as 
a Task. and conſtrained bufinefs, that he was under the 


| Obligation of, butin full freedom as his great delight and 


ſatisfaction 5: always going 'chearfiilly to the Houſe of 
Prayer : And his Deportment there was very devoutand 


ſerious, he wasa great Proficient inthe Holy Scriptures, 
En and 
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(32) : 
.and ſach an attentive.hearer of them, that for 'the moſt 
part after Chappel he either.taught me, or inculcated a- 
freſh ſome good Obſervation. Indeed altho he was ac- 
.quainted with all the Parts of Learning, toſuchan extent 
and degree, as onecanfſcarce imagine in a Perſon that was 
always under the neceſſary Diverſion of a publick em- 
ployment either in Peace or War. And this argued his 
extraordinary Capacity ; that he could attain to thoſe 
high Improvements zz hors ſubſecivis, in his Vacant Inter- 
valsfrom his Publick Afﬀairs, which others could not do 
in theironly-Deſign, and the whole-bufineſs, and ſtudy 
of their Lives. .He was a perfe& Maſter of many Lan- 
guages both Ancient and Modern 3 to have obſerved his 
exquiſite skill and readineſs in them, one would at 
firſt have been forc't upon this thought, that he had im- 
Ployed his main endeavours in words,and Phraſes; which 
1am perſwaded, many have done with leſs proficiency 5 
but then one would have ſeen withal, that his many 
'Tongues. were not in him, as in moſt Men, that can lay 
_.claimto them, withoutSence and Notion ; but were al- 
.ſo attended with a large acquired Wiſdom, and could 
ſpeak the beſt knowledge of the beſt Authors in each of 
them : But likea Man of his Judgment, he never valued 
himſelf upon his Languages, or put any further eſteem 
.on them, then only as they adminiſtred tohis better Un- 
derſtanding. .1 heard him once ſay, in our mention of 
-Rabbinical Learning, That a Babel of Words always occa- 
foned a Babelin the Fells, a.confuſed Apprehenſion of 
things, and.that many Languagesſti}l.came to Men in the 
nature of a Curſe, altho through their own free choice 
and Labour, in that the ſtudy of them, does fo impro- 
perly exhauſt time, without any reſpe&t to Mind and 
Reaſon 3 and ſo deprives thoſe that devote themſelves 
that way, of more ſubſtantial Acquirements, 


:But 


*, . 
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' . But to. return 3 1 fay,; although he was well acquain* 


ted with all. the. parts of Learning, yet beſides , that 
which enabled him. for his own Province, to be a ore 
accompliſh'd Stateſman, and to ſerve his King more effe- 
Qually in that difficult Station wherein he plac'd him. 
And.indeed he was moſt exattly knowing 1n the Hiſtories. 
and Policies of the whole World; and theſe things be- 
ing laid up in his comprehenſive Memory, and dige- 


ſted by his better Judgmeut, it was more ſatisfation to 
conſult him for this kind of Knowledge, than even the | 


Books themſelves of that Debgn and Subjed 5 : ©... 
But I fay, beſides this Skill in Language, and' this 
State-Learning , his Principal Care. and” Improvement 


was in that which is the only Method of being good. 
and wiſe, the Holy Science of Ditinity ; and in this, as. all 


the Students of it, he made a parallel Progreſs, both as 
to Practice and Knowledge - For as he had a true and 
becoming Notion of the moſt myſterious Inſtances of our 
Holy Faith, ſo he was a very careful Obſerver of the 
Practical Parts of it ; Thoſe Precepts of Vertue that 
were to influence Life and Morals : I muſt needs fay, 
that I could never diſcover any prevailing Habit or In- 
clination to the contrary; but methought from the A- 
lacrity and Conſtancy of his Atings, a mind well tem- 
pered and conform to them.. And 1n truth thefe things 
are a mutual Proof of: one another : His exquiſite Skill 
in.theſe Holy Myſteries is a ſufficient Argument of his 
Vertue, and; that he had cleared and prepared/his Un- 
derſtanding for that Sacred Knowledge, by a good Life, 
which is the only means to attain to any degree of it : 
The wonderful Wiſdom of God in the Goſpel is Fool- 
tſhneſs to the Greeks, not diſcerned or apprehended by 
vicious Livers. And as he was moſt firmly perſwaded 
of the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith; and alſo had a 
demonſtrative certainty of the Truth and Excellency of 
the Holy Scriptures, upon ou Faith is founded; and 

in 
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in which he was very expert and:ready; both as to: the 
Letter, and beſt Paraphraſeofthem 3 fo he was very care- 
fil to maintain the Honor and Reſpect that was due to 


them both. He could not endure any looſe Expreſli- 
ons of God and Chriſt, or. any profane Treatment of the 
Holy Spirit but like one poſſcſt of a true Apprehenſion 
and Reverence of the Bleſſed Frinity, He was a great 
Deſpiſer of ſuch indecent Language, and of thoſe trivi- 


al Spirits that were guilty of it 3 nor would: he ſuffer it 


to eſcape in Triumph without ſome Reproof or Mark 
of diſlike in any Perſon of what Quality foever. No 


Honor of Men could advocate for that wicked Freedom, ._ 


or make him negle& the Honour of his Maker : Fe ab- 
borr'd (to uſe his own Exprefiion) that Impudence to 
the bleſſed Deity. There was no ſuch ornamental Difſ- 
courſe, as Swearing is now ſtil'd by a degenerate Age, 


in his Company ; the Influence of his Preſence being de- - 
rived from his known Difſpteaſure in thofe Caſes, did. 


effeQually reſtrain ſich Mifdemeanours in all-perſons of 
his Converſe, He, was, a moſt hearty, Oppoſer both of 
Atheiſm and Profaneneſs. I never heard any ſpeak 


againſt Hobber's' Dorines .with more Concern and 
Spirit than he uſed to do 3 and that not at Randome, 


but in proper Argument, as one that had well perufed' 


his pernicious Writings, and thereby had gain'd that 


Zeal according to Knowledge and Abhorrence of them. 
_ And thus upon. A certain, Knowledge of a Deity, he 
eaſily diſcerned that, a neceſſary reverence was belonging to 


him, which healways maintained as facted and inviolable. . 
And this excellent temper expreſtit felt rowardsall things - 


that were related to God, he ever moſt religiouſly af{cr- 
ted the ſacred honour of the Scriptures, and wauld not 


ſuffer them in the leaſt to be reflected upon, or any Jeſt -- 


or Drollery to be promoted from them ;' his Paſſion did 


never more ſenſibly appear, then when it was fo truly . 
neceſſary, to vindicate thoſe inſpired Writings. Neither 
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ther what may one not exped&t 


can thofe mean Ingeniofq's of our:time, ; that ;jeſt upon 

the Bible, urge that it was want of wit.in him, that put «+ 

him upon this ſeverity {indeed 'tis want of wit in them, 
and 'ooly. irreligious boldneſs when they can find . no- 
thing to1ay uPon the many lawful. Themes:in extepfive 
.nature, that makes:them, invade the ; heavenly Oracles) 
TI fay, they cavnot urge that it was want-of Wit, that 

put him upon this feverity, for he wasas pleaſant as any, 

and would raiſe asmuch Mirth and Diverſion fromInno- 
cent Subjects ; but 'twas only a pious reſpect to the things 
of God, that thus influenced him, and madehimſocon- 
cerned that his Name;and his Word ſhould not ſuffer any 
prophane uſage. This he wasin himſelf, and thus he be- 
haved himſelf, let Fame repreſent him as it will 5 which 
indeed he was very regardleſs of, his great Spirit thought 
it below: his concern, and looking, after: , Rather ;deter- 
ring the Reward of his Piety till he came; to another 
World, then receiving any part of it here; in thoſe empty 
things of popular praiſe, and the vain-Applauſes of the 
Multitude. -Now ſuch a private Man as this, what:may zow mu 
one expe from him, whenhe becomes ,publick?. Or ra- 5 int#24e4 


from him, ' that tends tO, Crown, 


the right eſtabliſhment of the Chriſtian Faith, and the and Zpiſce- 
Peace, and Uniformity of the Profeſlprs:of it 2 His org 
moſt endeavours mult needsrun thisway, which indeed 7 parli. in 
they did,as will appear froma due reflection upon them, omg 
and had'been more effecual to theſe ends, if blind Zeal Fh27s: 
and Prejudice had .not deprived Men of the tree yle 1,5,6.par2 
of Reaſon, and hindred all ſober: deliberation. of 0-2-4» 
. > "dots : AX . + 43531-Pare 
things in our times: If the ' true Proteſtant .Reli-2'$,.z. 
gion (as'it is now applyed.) which .in_ its real ſelf4#s 9.17: 
is ſo gentle and Peaceful, had not almoſt quite abo- 
liſhed the ' true Temper .and Charity of Chriſtians a- 
mMOng us. '' YEN 
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And' he had another Charadter of a good Governor, 
one that is to engage with the Tumults of the People, 
and that is, Courage and Magyanimity which were his 
ina high meaſure. ' He wasnot to be ba d, and daunt- 
edin anyof his opee= rn how threatNing ſoever the 
event of them: He made Truth and'Jaſtice the ground- 
work of all his Ations, and then he was moſt reſolute 
and ſtedfaſt in them, norepreſentation of Fear or Dan- 
ger could by any means remove him from them. His Arms 
and Motto did extreamly befit him, Conncil was the bot- 
 tomofhis Enterpriſes, ' and he had the Heart of a Lyon to 
g0 through with them. / I verily” believe-that he would 
have ſuffered Martyrdom, not only upon the accountof 
his Religion; but even ina State Cauſe, where thegood 
of the King! and'Government-was-concerned, before he 
could have been'prevailed upon to deſertit. ' But this I 
durftnot pffirri bPany Man in reſpe& of his fole Humane 
Valour, which alone''is riot ſufficient for' ſuch 'Tryats. 
Nor ſhould I have ſaid it of him unleſsI had often obſer- 
ved one'eminent Vertue in him;which is indeed the Eter- 
_ nal, and oily "ſupport bf Fortitude, and that. isan aſ- 

ſured truſt in God, and belief in Providence.” He Tooked 
upon himfelt but as ar) underworker of things ;*and as 
he.was careful to'do' Juſtice, and'ſoa& under the ſpecial 
Influence and direQion of Providence: Sohe always irja 


| oe Reſignation, moſt ſtedfaſtly depended upon it for 


-.:'theEvent andIfſde;'-Tmuſt confefs, 1 never took notice 


*-' "of any, that was ſo'firmly- bottom 


I 


d' upon 'this Confi- 


© dende. © He would frequently fay, Gol rules te World, 


the People imagine but a vain thing; twas 11: the very Habit 
of his'Soql; that of Holy David. Pſal.g9.1:2. The Lords 
"King, bethe People never ſo impatient, ; he ſitteth between the 
 Chernbims, be the Earth never ſo" inquiet:: pat ayes the 
raging of the Sea, the noiſe of bis Waves, and the madneſs 
of the People. Plal.65.7; And he was not only Couragi- 
ous in reſpect of the many Dangers and troubleſom En- 

counters 
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(37) 
counters of Life; but he retain'd his wonted valour 
when he was to engage with Death, and ſaw thatadvan- 
cing to him 3 this wasthe effect of his moſt reſolute Faith, 
which as it was the invincible ſupport of his Lifein all the 
Varieties of aMortal Condition,fohe undauntedly travel- 
led through the Gates of Death into the unchangeable 
Stateof Immortality in the ſtrength of it. I ſaw his laſt 
Inſtancesof Life, which had no appearance of fear orap. 
prehenſionin them, but were managed with that uncon- 
cernedneſs and ferenicy of mind, as became one, that was 
firmly poſleſt with the hopesof Heaven,and thought him- 


ſelf juſt then apaſling into it. 'Twas an expreffion of ' 


one of his laſt days, which TI heard, before his caſe was de- 
ſperate, or look'tupon to beabove the power of Phylick, 
that he had neither hopes nor fears in him, he did not expe& 


to live, nor was heafraid of Dying. And this Courage in 


Death is a further Evidence of a good Life,that being the 
time (as Plato obſerves) when Guilt and an ill Confci- 
encediſcover themſclves in their full Vigour, which may 
have been ſtifled allalong before, by themany Enjoyments 
of Life, and the removal of the evil day far from them. 
And hence tt is that Vicious Men are moſt fearful, and un- 
der We-preat@t Wrrour in this Circumſtance, as being 


then about to receive that-ſad Doom which their own 


mind does ſuggeſt to.them: And therefore thoſe that are 
chearful and unconcerned at the approaches of Death, 
ſuppoſing they ſtill enjoy the full afe' of Underſtanding, 


and know the Scene that they arethen afting, affords us 


avery probablePreſumption, that they are indeed good 
Men, andhhave noreafon of -remotſe in them. 

And as for that neceſlary. Vertue of a Chriſtian, which 
may beurged upon Rulers frony the proſpect of Mortality 


contained in theſt 'Words, 'That ye ſhall dye like Men, viz. 


Humility 3'he was a famous example of it, cettainly hever 
any that was ſo'great.” condeſcended more, or made him- 
ſelf ſoequa), and affable ashe did} Twas the pace 

Miracle 
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( 33) 
Miracle and Inſtanceof this Man,that having that natural 
greatneſs of mind and underſtanding that he had, and 
theſe improved to thoſe high meaſures of acquired know- 
ledge and Jearninig 3 that he ſhould ſtill maintain himſelf 
ſocourteous,a:d be of fo free and fo eaſfiea Converlſe.(Ex- 
traordinary Endowments commonly raiſe Mento a flight 
and contempt of others, and indeed upon this Argument 
he might haveſlighted almoſt the whole World.) *'Twas 
therefore moſt certainly his goodneſs and Confiderati- 


- on that influenced this Lowlineſs; and prevented that 


which would havebeen the natural effect of great parts 


410 a bad Man. And he was ſo far from becoming mean 


by this deportment, that he raiſed his reſpect thereby 
and gained a new acceſlion of honour and reverencefrom 
it, which will always attend his memory to the World's 
end. This is the beſt method, if pride would permit one 
to ſee things truly to advance ones Name and Eſteem a- 
mong all Perſons. All other tricks of inconverſable State 
toſecureit, loſe it: and only obtain an odious Reflecti- 


. onard contempt in the room of it. 


Theſe things being ſo conſpicuous, and to ſuch a de- 
gree in our preſent Theme, I have often perſwaded my 
elf, and I am confident, I do none efanye Eamets any 


injury 1n it, that I never ſaw more of ys good na- 
turein any Perſon, thenin him; I mean a benign temper 


asit was farther improved by thoſe Goſpel Vertnes of Hu- 


.mility, Love, and Kindneſs implanted upon it. 


ThusT have run through the CharaGers of a good Go- 
vernour that I mentioned before in this Diſcourſe, and 


foundthem all concenter'd in this excellent 'perſon, and 


indeed he was the great Obje& that lay before me and in- 
formed every part in the compoſing of it. | And I am far 
from having exhauſted the SubjeA,doubtkſs he had more 
rules of juſt Government, then any elfe, but ſuch a wiſe 


and good Man as himſelf was, could either think of, or 


would propoſe for their diretian. 


But 
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But however, I muft not negle& to mention onething 
more, which has a particular reſpe& in it, and did not. 


fall within the compaſs of my Fext, that relating toGo- 
vernoursin general, and that is the duty of a Subordinate 


Magiſtrate to him, whoſe Commiſſzoner he is, | But this © 


indeed isincluded in the CharaQter before mentioned. He 
that does Juſtice and is Faithful and Loyal to his Creator, 
cannot be otherwiſe to his Soveraign ; Sin, or Duty is 


expreſi to both of them in the ſameaCtion. But however, 


I 'ﬀamm not contented only to ſay of the preſent Subje, 
that he paid a juſt obſervance and obediencetohis Prince, 
Which every good Men certainly does, but that he had 


more of Duty and Afﬀection to him, than any other 
could parallel ; and would haveexpoſed himſelf tomore 
imminent danger in'the procurement of his ſafety, and 
Welfare. This was his conſtant Temper andReſolution to + 


hislivesend. Never man had a Heart ſofull of Allegiance 


and Lave to his Sovereign as he had, which both his A- - 


Rions and his Diſcourſe did well expreſs upon all Occa- 


ſions. And as 'tis affirmed of Love, that it overcomes 


all things, fo I am ſure-he through the Strength of this 
Aﬀecion would very readily have adventured himſelf 
upan any the moſt difficult Enterprizes for the Juſt Pre- 


rogatives of the Crawn, and either have overcome, or - 


been. content to ſuffer in them. © This Intereſt he truly 
eſpouſed with his Life and Fartunes; and he was never 


tranſported to ſuch Severity af Speech; (far his Diſpoli- - 


tion was not; to dwell upon the worſt fide of things 5 
or tq entertain; tuinſelt and his Company: with Cenfure, 
or inveſtive Lapg!i2ge2) I-ſay, be was never' tranſported 
ta ſuch Severity of Speech, as when he met with ill af- 
feted men to this honeſt: Cauſe; and 'twas the neceſſary - 
Vertue of a good: Man,. and a.good Subjed to. be ſo. - 
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Andnow ifany ſhould unworthily ſurmiſe that all this 


I have here ſpoken concerning him might only be a'pur' 


on thing, an outward comportment, and not the very 
expreſſion of his mind, and temper 3 -fir{t they plainly 
diſcover a very unchriſtzan humor in fixing an 1l1- ſenſe 
upon things, which are capable of a better - but then. 
his very nature, which always manifeſted-ſo much plain- 
neſs and freedom 1n it, and was ſo removed from Diſ- 
guiſe or Covert will undoubtedly convince the contra- 
ry to all that knew him. And beſides what motive could 
he have to put on another perſon, to be at the continual 
trouble of oppoſing his own temper, and inelinations ; 
. and fo deprive himſclf of the mighty pleaſure of free act- 
ing? I fay what motive to this could he have, whoſe 
high exaltation had placed him above the Reaſon of 
complying with any from fear, or favour ; and ſo ob- 
tained him a perfeCt liberty to move, and behave him- 
ſelfas he pleaſed 2 But then laſtly let ſuch men conſider 
what they ſuppoſe, How difficult it is, if not wholly im- 
poſſible to a& a perpetual Hypecrite, or in a conſtant 
-tenour to appear otherwiſe then they really are. Per- 
haps one may counterfeit one ſingle Fit, or ation pretty 
well, and deceive the ſpeCtator as to'the Reality of it ; 
altho it be very great odds but the want of a Right ac- 
cent in the performing of it, ſome impropriety or-other 
will declare the impoſture :- but an habitual thing, that 
isto be expreſſed in every particularinſtance of our a&- 
ions, and jn the whole courſe of them, cannot ſo well, 
if poſſibly be diflembled ; ſome undue word or motion 
will now and then burſt forth to diſcover the fallacy in 
caſe it do not truly proceed -from- a conſtant. habit of 
mind, and aSteddy ——— that is naturalized to 3f. 
and therefore when L obſerve «aFjons to proceed in a con- 
tinual ſeries, without any uncouth ſtep, or contradi&- 
1on in them, I cannot but conclude, both in the 
exerciſe of Charity, and Judgment , that what they 

mani- 
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-manifeſt is the very 'ſpirit , and tempet-'of ſuch a 


.Perſon. 
Thus I have made a ſhort Application of my Difconrlſe, 


-and muſt in all reafon beg -Excule for this mean Repre- 
ſentation of ſo much Greatneſs; eſpecially before fome 
in this Preſence, who beſt knew him, and are beſt able 


to expreſs him in the ſame Stile with his high Perfor- 
mances, Idid what I have done merely to pleafe ' my 


:felf indwellinga little,and entertaining myThoughts up- 


on ſuch an excellent Obje&t; and that from the preſent 


View of ſo much Worthin him, EF might found an Arg 
ed 


ment of Eternal Comfort to al thoſe that were re 


to him, Not to be ſorry as thoſe without hope for thoſe that 


die in the Lord. And this we may conchide of that: ex- 
cellent Spirit departed from us, that he'died in this hap- 


py Circumſtance, as being poſleſt of all thoſe Vertues 


that are proper and requiſite both' for a Chriftian and a 
overnour. | (001364 20 
And now to add a word of Comfort as to the commor 


Candition of Men, although Death be-here-denouneed 


asa threatning, yet it is the exceeding happmeſs and ad- 


'vantage of a good Man. What a ſad thing. would it be 
to ſpend an-Eternity in this Life, altho'we ſhould be al- 


ways in our fall Vigour, and never have any' of the'In- 


firmities of Age or Deſeaſtupon'us'5 tolive imacontinualt 
Warfare, always fightingagainſt the x1 Inclinations, and 
Luſtsof Fleſh, andthe more flori& and vigorous we are, 


the more ſhall we experience theſe evils; tobe ever con- 
cerned in that-Impertinerit Imploymeritof a Reafonable 


Soul to manage and think of the trifling .Objetts of this 


World, things that are ſo unſuitable to it 5 to be'con-- 
tinually atthe mercy of a dn4 Body, that is ſo: often m- 
diſpoſed,. whether we ſhall freety meditate or no, and 
then when we are ina fit;polture of thinking, we mult 
beg the favour of our outward Afﬀeairs, that they would 
be quiet, and offer nodiſturbance;..or of ſome Anxiety 
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-of Spirit; that ir would intetnlit a little; or of a depe- 


nerate habit of mind, that it would ſuſpend jts wordly 
concernments; orelſe we ſhall 'uſe this great faculty of 
thinking only. upon vile and abject things, ſuch as are 
moſt unworthy:ofit ; but never beable to raiſe it up to 


-atiy ſuitable Contemplation.” 'Now to'be thuseternally de- 
.tain'd[by theſe low Entertainments, and the meptitude 


\of Body from any free-converſe with the-great object of 
.our Happineſs; that Almighty Spirit that made 1s; always 
to have our Felicities'ſuch an accidental thing, depend- 
ing. upon ſo many hits and chances of Terhper, 'that it 
fſeldbm happens not+to' recompence the thouſandth'part 
zof.our other Miſeries, and when it \does happen; 1s iti 
ſach: a\Pdor, 'Maddy, and-Imperfe& -mariner 3 What'a 
ſad thing would it be, ito be for ever in 'this State. and 
Circuniſtance, or indeed for any -confiderable length of 
time:? Twas certainly no Puniſhment upon Mankmd, 
but rather an Inſtance of Divine Love and Merey tous, 
that God ſhould. contra&-our 'Days' and: Abode' in' this 
World, from well nigh4 Thouſand Nears, to Threeſtore 
and Ten, (a ſufficient time ſtill inſuch dull Enjoyments 
and if we had but the True Faith and'Hope' of Chriſti- 
ans-in us, : we:ſhould'thank God for'it. Little reaforr 
have we therefore to lament for thoſe that God has re- 
moved: from ſuch a:World of Troubles; but rather la- 
ment for our ſelves, thatare ſtill left in it, and want thoſe 
Improved Felicities that they are inſtated in to all Eter- 
nity. + Andi 

Towhich, God Almighty ihis due time bring ns all, 
taa ſecond Enjoyment and happy Communion with our 
Pijous Friends gone before us, :to whom with his Bleſed 
Son, and:his Eternal Spirit, three Perſons and one God, be 


aſcribed all Honour, Thauks-giving, and Praiſe, for evVer- 
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In chartula hac vacua, Lector, qui poſlit, & cupiat, hc 
habeto, a Typographo vel Errata, vel prztermiſla. 


Ad: Pag.- 6. Kai Bends ors, 2% & Hgvay TY £0UTS ery 
XGA TESNNg, AN" 1 % @v ($0)tuol, TaTAS evNetugvics 
an. e9,— —Lenopb. ed Steph, - Pag- 444. 

At ty 2) BaMNGws NN poa ens, TE A105 TH Tis TEg” 
melt Tu TMs &Z10u, TAU To y9 atk Ov POLY To xgum ma 
AuRTEAES CKOTOU TRL, LY 2 Tp3s Toy KOO TH TIS EYES. WPeAZ125 


oupTETEYPYScy. TT Matter Tear Or Baodim:, on 0. 


TO £aUTS WAYTEYS Iv oxoTtl, O 3 To TO apyorylols 
wPMEALOV Cument ate Baſil. 

Ad. PAg- 02. lin. 2, Ovre'Gy Th oAeevioy 9 Lori n Goon, 208 ©y Th 
@wvn Tg xipuxOn & APY, YAN Cy mw mo TET OVNEST AIRR 
Tar, * Toth KALuUWs tes? NopSer, *; RgAdGew fe & cIucr, 
pm ovy5epety: 0 1a dvageias T6 * Orceaoy ameAativehgs 
"Chryſolt. | 

Item. Ad pag. 12. pro Plato de Repub. lege Plato Polit. 
ed Serran. 294- To " LES, ou Tus vouss Env 10ers 
%MAa arden Tov pT, Perrnnews Bamdiudv. KC. 

Ad. pag. 17. pro & legious 18, 19. lege 28, 29. Hinc 
Ievy oz Ts Zpopylous x x; pes! '£1y x, exiles oUAet, *) 
De * oleh, OU TW a av GAP! arajtbo as 6 auTous, W TAS 
GH TWy YOU Tghous,  Dyon. Cal. Ed. . Steph. P.559- 

Idem. TI:puxey @s oe Des TOs YOu Ty apo Tuv TUTS%%; 

3 T0 GIO YELCLOV- 

Ad. pag. 24. St. Chryſoſ#. Tom.6. p. 694. Item. Tom. 7 
P. 755. Ed. Savil. Item. Baſil Ed. Baſil. P. 220. A 
meggond/amuiyss © © | Hufery 21vau Fes THY LEY dm 
pkery MuZSy 3; Ta 78 dtanoty vi ug MeEKeyay £5971 mais 

IrxAp9tse 

a 37. Plato De Repub. Lib. I. p.3: 330. Ed. 
Serran. "Eu »P it (*01) o © E@XEgTEs C ot emedPey Ti; © 2 us 7 
T8 oi66hg TEASUTN Te, UGEPYETUL GTP iO, 3 PeprTs Wer - 
@Y *KTEp Fry 2% ea, KO, 


p32 ed, DS nb ” RY ms 
l 3. Ante , oc, APES 
S O ** "x _ won 
: ” 
: SKK T 


' 
oe A £52 Fn? 
BG IL 00a) 2-99 Oo g 
ES SR ct 
0 41 hs py - 
Sg? C; hs 2 2 tb be 
Es hd RR Ga + 3 
” - A . > 
Manor np 0270 SOLE 
"_ 520% © _—_—— buy 
- T V 


20-7 
[log 


he 


ERRATA 


Ps $. Line 15. for we read be. Pag, 29. lin. 21. for convinced 


read convince. Pag.. 38.-lin. 23, 24. for I do none any ixjury in it, 
read I ds none any Injaflic no vid 
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| 2 SAM. lil. 33, 34 WE 
|. "4 33+» And the King lamented over Abner, 
5 . RSS ſai d, Died Abner as 4 fool dieth © 


34. Thy hands were not bound, nor thy feet 
put into fetters : as a man falleth before 


wicked men, ſo felleſt thou. And all the 


| people wept 4g aim over him. 


HF I could at any time allow my 

ſelf to tranſgreſs the rules of 

this place, to Preach without a 

Text, it ſhould benow, having 
Lend} this ſubject before me. Here's a 

ſubject that makes it's own, Sermonandits own = 

Prayer. The Blood of Abel aks, ſaith the A- #9514: 

pellle. This Innocent Blood: uw and cries 
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